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EFJINCE this Vindication has 
- of been fini ſb'd, another Libel, 
8 2 or Speech, has (after long 
; SEA = Promiſing, and Advertiſing 
it ) been publiſÞ'd, but too 
late to have any Notice taken of it here. 
THE preſent Caſe according to my 
Title is to Anſwer and Expoſe what In- 
Juſtice and Indecencies are offer'd to the 
Houſe of Commons, and to their Pro- 
ceedinge, and to Vindicate, if I may 
be allow'd that Expreſſion, thoſe Pro- 


ceedings againſt the Scandals raigd in 


the frſt Libel. 


I F 


The PREFACE. 


1 F Modeſty has not proveild n 
"of Authors, or 3 7 e 50 9 
ther things, to. aſe the e Repr. 

tives of their Country with move ace 
and Decency in the ſa 24 new Publications 
than they have done in this; [ ſball 
not fail to > fall them thro? ther whole 
Work. Every Engliſh Freeholder is 
touch'd in "35 A done to that Body, 
which Repreſented the whole, and 1 
hape #o Man can Object that ſuch 2 
rier ſhould not be reſented. 

AS to Mr. A----, I have no where 
Treated bim with Rudeneſ's or ill Man- 
ners, much leſs with Malice or Paſſ#on. 
1 hope be will ſometime, or other clear 
Diunſelf of being the Aut hor of we Havel 
1 Eabege with, 


OT ITE” 
VINDICATION 


Honour and Juſtice of PARLIAMENT 
AGAINST A 


Moſt Scandalous LTBEL, 


{| 574 Entituled, The 


Abd this thing call'd a Speech been 
really ſpoken in the Houſe of 

| Lords, as the Title preſumes; bur 
which I muſt acknowledge I do not, 
J cannot believe : I ſay if it had 
beenſpoken there, and no more, The Houſe 
of Lords and none elſe had a Right to 
take Cognizance of it; but as it is ſince 
Printed and Publiſh'd, *tis thereby become an 
Appeal to the People, _ as ſuch every _ 
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has an equal Right to Examine and Cen- 
ſure it. | 8 

TRE Title calls it a Speech MADE in tbe 
Houſe of Lords. I believe we ſhall fee Rea- 
ſon to call it a Speech made OUT of the 
Houſe of Lordi; a ſtudy d, labour'd artful Piece, 
contriv'd to cover a flaming Guilt, and guild 


over Crimes juſtly branded in Parliament; 


and for which the Eſtate of the Criminal has 
been confiſcated, his Perſon for a time im- 
priſon'd in the Tower, and his Abode within 


His Majeſty's Dominions ſecur'd, that he 


may be at Hand to Anſwer any farther Crimes 
which may be Charg d upon him in the Courſe 
of Parliamentary Juſtice, _ 5 
A SrEECcH faid to be ſpoken I N the Houſe 
of Lords ! Any one that was not acquainted 
with the Circumſtances of Mr. 4—, whoſe 
Speech this Libel is ſaid to be, and eſpecial 


ly any Stranger would conclude by the Title 


this muſt be a Speech of ſome Member of 
that Honourable Houſe ſpoken, tho* in his 
own Defence, yet in his Place, or Seat in 
Parliament, as the Peers are in many Caſes 
allow'd to do; and not the Pleading or De- 
fence of a Priſoner brought up to the Bar to 
be heard what he had to ſay, why a Bill to 
Confiſcate his Eſtate, and Diſable him for ever 
to fit in Parliament, or ſerve the Government 
ſhould not paſs againſt him for his corrupt 
Practices, breach of Truſt, &«. | 


Nor 


[3] 
© Nox is this a trifling Objection. The Title 
of this Libel is aſſuming, the Difference be- 
tween . a. Speech in the Houfe, and a Speech 
at the. Bar of the Houſe is manifeſt, the one 
is a Speech of the Judge, or one of the Judges; 
the other of the Criminal, or Offender; and 
therefore-with Submiſſion it ought not to. have 
been calbd a Speech in the Houſe of Lords, 
but a Speech at the Bar of the Howſe of Lords. 
But it was neceſſary as much as poſſible to co- 
vet every thing that would bear a Cover- 
Ing. 

To confirm this, the Speech itſelf more 
modeſt than the Title, ackowledges the Fact; 
in the beginning of it, for the very firſt 
Words ſpoke in the firſt Perſon of Mr. A---, 
J appear 2 your Lordſhips Bar, Gc. (I ap- 
pear) by your Permiſſion (I appear) to be 
heard, &c. 

IQ come next to the Subſtance of the Lybel 
itſelf 5 which in ſbort, is no more or leſs than 
one futious Invective againſt the Parliament, 


but more particularly againſt tbe Houſe of 


Commons, and their Proceedings with the late 
Opp reſſors of the People, as if they had at- 
taint'd Mr, 4.— for 1 calls the Bill openly 
an Attainder, without ſufficient Facts or Evi- 
dence of Fas 

IWIIX not call this Libel Mr. A- Speech; 
I would fain Entertain more reſpe& * Mr. 


A----, even in his worſt Circumſtances than 
B 2 the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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[4] 

the allowing this Speech to be of his making 
would permit me ; I think as tis an Invective a- 
gainſt the Parliament of Grear Britain; ſo 
tis a Satyr, and very ſevere one too upon Mr. 
A-—, and that in ſeveral particulars; and I 
go no farther then the third Page of the Li- 
bel to prove it, where the Lybeller after ha- 
ving rank'd the procedings againſt Mr, A——, 
among the Attainders, which have paſs d in 
Parliament, takes the liberty, J bad almoſt 
ald has the Inſolence to attirm that an Attainder 
7s in itſelf, uncommon, and generally abhored. 
 Tars is, I ſay a groſs Invective againſt the 
Houſe of Commons, and a fevere Satyr up- 
on Mr. A. Firſt *tis an Invective againſt the 
Hinſe of Commons, for proceeding againſt 
Mr. A. 2 a way Uncommon, and generally Ab- 
hor?d, and againſt the Houſes of Lords too, 
for the Lybel was not publiſh'd till after the 
Lords had joig'd i in theſe Uncommon, and gene- 
rally Ahr proceedings, made them ſelves 
Parties to it, and paſs'd it without Amendments. 
It is alſo a ſevere Satyr upon Mr. A---, who 
T believe, but à very little while ago gave his 
Aſſent to the Attainders of the Duke of Or- 
mand, the Lord Viſcount Bolingbrote and o- 
thers, or at leaſt to moſt of them. It is no 
Obſecion i in this Caſe to ſav, the Crimes of 
theſe Men were flagrant and known, for the 
Libel does not ſay Attainders on this, or that 


ON rime, or Pretence of Crime are Uncon:mon 
| nd 


4 

and Aborr d; but AN ATTAINDER IN Ir.- SEL 

is fo, the Words are Important, and poſitive, 
let the Crime be what it will: It might be 
alleg d of the Perſons mention'd above that, 
let their Offences be what they will, yet thoſe 
Offences were not to this Day otherwiſe 
diſculs'd, or the Facts againſt them otherwiſe 
determin'd than by Debates in the Parlia- 
ment, and the Puniſhment was aſcertain'd b 
Attainder ; it turns therefore in the Teeth. of 
the Libeller, that the ſame Perſon who he 
brings in, declaring an Attainder in itſelf, that 
is abſtractediy ſo to be abhorr d and uncommon, 
was got yet joyning in Attainder of ſeveral 
Perſor s formerly attainted in Parliament, 

TRE next Reproach caſt upon the Houſe 
of Commons, 1n their Proceedings againſt Mr, 
A. is that they have inflited moſt cruel and 
torturing Puniſhments, Firſt of all, the claim 
of Right exhibited at the Revolution declares 
cruel and torturing Puniſhments to be illegal, and 
to be inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution of the 
Engliſh Government; whether Mr. A. was a 
Member of Parliament ſo long ſince, I will 
not affirm, but he has been a Member of ſeveral 
Parlizments ſince, who have all recogniz'd the 
Revolution. and have conſequently joyn'd 
with that Vote; ſo that the Libel here does di- 
realy Charge the Houſe of Commons with acting 
contrary to the declar'd a Right of the People 
of England. 

Now 


Now both theſe Charges Iaffirm to be un- 
juſt, and the things falſe in Fact; and on this 
Foundation No body can juſtly Cenſure me 
in my giving the Title of a Libel, and an In- 
vective to this Paper call'd a Speech. 
TRE Right of Parliament to proceed by 
Attainder againſt all ſorts of Offenders, who 
in their Juſtice they find Cauſe to proſecute in 
fuch a particular manner, is uncontroverted ; 
F need not Enter here upon an Enquiry 
after the Law on which it is founded; it is 
antient as Magna Charta itſelf, and has been 
practie'd ſo often that Mr. A: cannot upon 
ſerious Reflection ſay, an Attainder in itſelf 
is unconmnon; he knows better, and has him- 
ſelf been concern'd in paſſing ſo many, that 
he could not be Ignorant enough to ſay ſo ; and 
therefore, 2s I ſaid above, I can by no means 
allow a thing ſo contrary-to the known Laws, 
to the antient Uſage of Parliament, and to 
Mr. A. own Practice, to come out of his 
Mouth; but from the Pen of a Libeller any 
thing may be expected, and nothing can be 
ſtrange. ; "rr | 
Again, as the Parliaments are the Ex poſi- 
poſitors of the Law, and have a Right to re- 
peal any Law in force; ſo they are without 
doubt proper Judges of Puniſhments, and 
know how to ſuit thoſe Puniſhments, both to the 
Offence, and tothe Offender. The cruel and ex- 
orbitant Puniſhments, underitood in the Claim 


of 


T7101 


of Right are plain, and are pointed at there; 
The illegal things innumerated in the Decla- 
ration of the Nobility and Gentry of England, 
Inviting over the Prince of Orange, are re- 
peated in the Charge of Male Adminiſtration 
againſt King James, brought by the Conven ti- 
on, upon which the Claim of Right was 
founded, and evidently related to things done 
before ; ſuch as (1. ) cruel Scourgings, in the 
Caſe of Mr. Fobnſun, Oats, Dangerfield, &c. 
(2.) Fines, Ultra Tennementum as in the Caſe of 
Sir Tho. Pilkington, Mr. Braddon, Oates, and 
many others ; The imprrſonments annex d, be- 
ing in their Nature impriſonment for Life, 
and the like, and this not by Parliament, but 
by Arbitrary Sentence of corrupt Judges, di- 
rected by Tyrannick Power in an illegal man- 
ner. | 

Bur as the whole Power of Government 
is in the Legiſlature, it is their undoubted 
Right to proceed by Attainders in all Caſes 
where it ſhall be neceſſary; of which Ne- 
ceſſity they are the only proper Judges; and 
the appointing Puniſhments, and ſuiting them 
as above, to the Nature of the Offences and 
the Quality, and Circumſtances of the Of- 
fender are likewiſe in them, and no Puniſh- 
ments ſo appointed can be juſtly calPd Cruel, 
becauſe when it is ſo appointed it becomes 


Legal. 


I 
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J might dilate here upon the Epethet, mf? 
Cruel and Torturing ; but as theſe are flou- 
riſnes of the Libellers own, and added to make 
the Speech hanious to one Party, and moving 
to another, but have in them nothing Pungent, 
nothing of Weight in the arguing here againſt 
the Bill, I paſs them over. | 

LET Mr. A---, if he approves of the Terms 
of this Libel look back to ſeveral acts of Parlia- 
ment, for continuing in Priſon Counter, and 
others on the old Affair of the Afaſlination ; 
ſome of which acts his Vote, I doubt not has 
aſſiſted in; and let him tell us if any Facts have 
been prov'd, or Evidence produc'd againſt 
thoſe Men, and yet has their Puniſhment 
been as much an Attainder as his; and as 
for the Flouriſh, which is thought ſo Elegant ; 
I mean of moſt cruel and torturing Puniſhments, 
let him compare them if he thinks fit with his 
own. Thus, in ſbort, the Libeller is writing a 
Satyr upon Mr. A. not a Defence of him. 

WHAT Engliſoman is there that doubts, 
but that the Houſe of Commons have a Right 
to proceed on extraordinary Caſes, in an ex- 
traordinary Way: They are judges of Fact, 
and alſo of Evidence, that is to ſay, they are 
Judges to themſelves ; for every own knows, 
they are no Court of Fudicature. In their 
making this Judgment of Facts, they are not 
tyed down to the ordinary Methods, or bound 


to go on in the Road, and by the Forms of 
Pro- 


[9] 
Proceedings, which the Subordinate Courts of 
Juſtice are oblig d by, and therefore to ſay 
that they have not alleag' d Facts, or made a 
Charge, is not ſufficient in this Caſe, becauſe 
they have a Right, when they ſee Cauſe to 
proceed by other Ways and Methods parti- 
cular to themfelves 
No r that this implies a Right in the Houſe 
of Commons to condemn an innocent Man, 
but it is a Power neceſſary to all Legiſlatures, 
that Knaves may not Eſcape, when want of 
Form would deliver them; the Commons are 
veſted with Power to Cenſure where they ſee 
good Reaſon to Cenſure; tho the Forms do not 
concur to make the Crime appearent to others, as 
in other Proceedings is requir'd. T he Commons 
of England, or of Great Britain, are the Grand 
Inqueſtof the Nation; they are a Jury tothem- 
ſelves; and they Judge for themſelves, both 
of the Fact. and of the Evidence, and there - 
upon, they give their Vote and Verdict that 
ſuch a Perſon is Guilty, and ought to be fo, 
and ſo puniſh'd, which is in Effect the At- 
tainder we are peking of. | 
IN Imnezchwerts, indeed the Commons 
are Plantiffs. ard the MH nagers are the Cor n- 
cil, the Peers are the (Hurt of Supream Tu- 
dicature, ard the Perſon irrench'd is the De- 
fendant. ard then the Commons apbear as Pro- 
ſecutors: plead the Cue f ſuflice; 
bring their Witneſs and fxamice them, 
C Hear, 
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Hear the Defendants Witneſſes, and crofs Exa- 
mine them, and then Suming up the Facts they 
have done, the Lords are the ſole Judges. 
Bur in Attainders, the Commons, as 4- 
bove. being a Jury, or Inqueſt to themſelves, 
declare in a Summary way, that ſuch a Per- 
ſon is Guilty of ſuch and ſuch Crimes, and 
demand of the-; Lords that an Act of Attain- 
der paſs againſt him, that Juſtice, may be done 
upon him, and that Right may be done the 
2 of Great Britain, who they Repre- 
ent, El 3 LL 
© By Demand, I. do not mean, they Demand 
it ſo that the Peers have no Negative Voice, 
and are not themſelves alſo Judges. of the 
Caſe ; No, but they claim Juſtice of the Lords, 
ſuppoſing that their Lordſhips Judgements up- 
on Deliberation ſhould Concur, with that of 
the Commons; in order to which, the Lords 
generally hear the Party to be Attainted, and 
enquire into the whole Proceedings; after which 
they bring it to the Queſtion, not to inform 
themſelves whether the Perſon be Guilty, whe- 
ther the Facts are plain, or the Evidence ſuffici- 
ent; But whether the Demand of the Com- 
mons ſhall be agreed to. That is to ſay, whether 
the Bill ſhall paſs, or not: If they think the 
Proofs deficient, and the Perſon innocent, they 
reje& the Bill; if they think otherwiſe, they 
paſs the Bill, and the Man, the Soveraign 
. con- 


L 4 


concurring ſtands attainted, and ſuffers ac- 
cordingly, as in Mr. A. Caſe. 1 10 
Sc that after all that the Libel pretends to 
complain of, Namely of a Charge without 
Facts to ſupport it, and want of Evidence to 
ſupport Facts alledg'd; tis a Miſtake, it is miſ- 
placing the Complaint, and. it ought only to 
have, been faid, if it is ſo, for I do not 
affirm it, that the Facts are not alleag'd, 
and. the Evidence not mention'd in the 
Bill: Nor was it Neceſſary that it ſhould be, 
other wiſe, or are the proceedings Unparliamen- 
tary, tho' as above, having not yet ſeen 
the Bill, I do not grant that it is fo, 

FROM theſe Obſervations, which are in 

general againſt the Libel itſelf, as it is an 
Exclamation againſt the Juſtice of the Houſe 
of Commons, I come to obſerve particularly the 
Subtilty and empty Cunning of the Libeller; in 
which .really much of the ſame Spirit, which 
has gone ſuch a length in Bubbling the whole 
Nation will appear. 
THis Libelcalld a Speech is chiefly taken 
up in flouriſhing upon the Hardſhips and 
Severity, which he pretends it is upon Mr. 
A-— that the Bill does not alleage the FaQs, 
and produces the Evidence to ſupport them, 
on which the Attainder, or Bill againſt him is 
Gr ounded, 


$7 Now 
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"Now this fo plain 2 Deceptio viſus, ſo e- 
vident a Deluſion, that really it calls upon us all 
to lay it open, to Unmask the Fraud, and let 
the good People of England ſee that their Re- 
preſentatives, tho at preſent: in a Receſs, and 
not at Hand to do themſelves Juſtice in ſo 
Notorious an Inſult upon them, yet are not, 
and have not been thoſe Unjuſt, Cruel and 
arbitrary People that they are here repreſent- 
ed to be; that They have done nothing 
Unparliamentary, nothing uncommon and ab- 
horr'd ; and indeed nothing but what Neceſſi- 


ty and the Nature of the thing requir d; no- 


thing but what in Juſtice to the People wo 
repreſented they were oblig d to do, for the de- 
tecting the Groſſeſt, and moſt dangerous Cor- 
ruption that perhaps any Member of Parliament, 
or Miniſter of State has been Guilty of, ſince 
the Days of avow'd Bribery, and the Time 
of (what was call d) the Penſion Parliament 
when ſelling their Country; was the profeſt 
Trade, the Court as I have beard the Market, 
and the Miniſters of State the Merchants, who 
came to buy, - 9 | 
Bur now, that the Charge may not be ly- 
able to the fame Expreſſion as the Letter ſays, 
Iyes - againſt the Bill we ſpeak of, Namely, 
not to be ſupported by the Fact. It may be to 
our Purpoſe to Exam ine not what the Bill may, 
or may not alleage againſt Mr. A. but what the 
- Courſe 


{ ag 3. 


Courſe the Libel call'd a Speech takes to Clear 
and Defend him. Li; 
Tx Speech is long, and the Libelle makes 
Elegant Work, in Exclaiming againſt bring- 
ing a Bill, nat containing, as he ſays, 2 legal 
Charge, Tack d to another Bill that muſt paſs, 
which he calls a complicated Miſchief ; an At- 
tainder in itſelf, ſays he, is uncommon and ge- 
nerally Abhorr d; = have ſpoken to, and 
detected of Falſhood ; But he Haranges, on an 
Attainder Tack d, ſays he, is entirely New, and 
Unparliamenta ry: This is many ways a Fraud, 
as I ſhall ſhew preſently: But let me firſt give 
you the whole Charge. An Attainder without 
Fact. apa a not oy op and Dange- 
rous; but againſt the very Principles of Tuftice 
and the ro Fe Land in 41 6 | : 
THESE are all ſpecious, fine things to dreſs 
up an Harangue with, and they Jingle very well 
with the People, for whoſe ſake they are pub- 
liſh'd ; but let me ſtrip this Piece of Pageantry 
of its Gay Trappings, and then we ſhall ſee 
how like a Skeleton it will look, 5 
THAT the Commons had good Reaſon to 
believe the complicated Guilt of the Perſon this 
part of the Bill was intended againſt, is moſt 
certain ; and I ſhall preſume a little to enter 
into that particular too, in its Place, in order 
to Vindicate this proceeding of the Houſe: 
That it was not neceſſary to inſert all the ſajd 
Grounds and Reaſons which the Houſe had for 
their Satisfaction, in the ſaid Bill, or in the _ 
amble 
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amble of it, is Evident ; nor was it Unparlia- 
mentary to omit them, ſeeing if the Houſe 
of Peers had been unfatisfy'd, the Commons 
might then have Communicated thoſe Reaſons, 
and the Sum of ali. their Evidence at a free 
Conference, as is uſual on ſuch'Occafions; but 
the Peers who had all along been fully Ma- 
ſters of the Caſe, had ſeen the Examinations, 
and had a clear View of the Guilt, did not 
diſagree with the Commons, but were fully 
fatisfy'd in the Juſtice of the Bill ; and 
therefore having heard what little the Defender 
had to ſay, they came into the ſame Sentiments 
with the Commons, and paſs'd the Bill. 

Now by the Libel, he would make Mr. 
A. defire the forms of a Tryal, viz. the parti- 
culars of the Indictment, and to hear the Evi- 
dence as uſual; but the Houſe of Commons have 
thought fit to proceed in a Caſe fo eminently 
wicked in the extraordinary Way, and having 
fully enquir'd into the Fact, and being ſatisfy'd 
of the Guilt, they bring in an Attainder, in 
which ſee nothing Unparliamentary ; nothing 


Dangerous, nothing but what has been done 
in the like Caſes. 1 

I therefore crave leave to give a brief De- 
tail of what I think was the Foundation of the 
preſent Proceedings; and in doing this, perhaps 
I ſhall find out ſome Facts, and ſome Proofs to 
ſupport them, which will Diſappoint the Li- 
Beller, and effectually Vindicate, and clear upthe 
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Juſtice of the Parliament Proceedings, which 
if J do, I hope my being officious in: De- 
fending the Repreſentative Body of the Com- 
mons of Great Britain in their Abſence, and 
under the Calumny of a Libeller, will be a 
Sin that ſball not belay'd to my Charge. 
THE South-Sea Scheme an Affair ſaid to be 
manag d in an infamous Manner between the 
late Directors, and ſome Perſons Superior to 
them; by which the Nation has been cheat- 
ed, the Powers granted by Parliament abus'd, 
innocent People moſt ſcandalouſly Enſnar- 
ed, and the publick Credit I doubt irreparably 
injux'd, was juſt overturn'd by its own Weight, 
and by the wickedneſs, and weakneſs of the ſaid 
Perſons, and all things brought into Confuſion, | 
when his Majeſty's arriv'd from Abroad, the 
Parliament then being Met, for whom the whole 
Kingdom had long wiſh'd, in order to obtain 
ſome Relief againſt thoſe who had made a 
Bubble of the whole Scheme, and Cheated 
them of their Money; I ſay the Parliament 
being met, and the King having recommended 
the Matter to them, a Committee was appoint- 
ed to enquire into the whole Affair. 
IN Examining the Directors of the S. S. 
Company, and other Perſons by this Com- 
mittee, a Complication of fraudulent, horrid 
Practices appear'd, as well acted by the ſaid 
Directors, as directed and coriſented to by 
ſeveral Perſons. concern'd in the publick Ad- 
a F miniſtration 


[ 16 ] 
miniftration, and every Day a farther and 
farther — op" gy made, till at length the 
Houſe thought fit to Judge from what ap- 
r'd to them, that the ſaid Directors had 
tray'd their Truſt, and they ought to make 


good the Damages out of their own Eſtates, 


or at | leaſt Forfeit their Eftates towards re- 
lieving the Sufferers, who had been Ex- 
pos'd and Ruin'd by their corrupt Manage- 
ment. i IL? r 8 
I the firſt Enquires of this Committee, their 
Report ſays, there appear'd a Scene of Ini- 
quity and Corruption ;, the Diſcovery of which 
they conceived was of the higheſt Importance to 
the Honour of Parliament, and to the Securit 
of bis Majeſty's Government : Theſe are their 
own Words : Particularly, the Committee found 
a large Account of Stock, diſpos'd of by the 
ſaid Directors before the paſſing the Bill, and 
before the Capital Stock of the Company 
was Encreas'd; and that this ſecret clandeſtine. 
Diſpoſal of Stock amounted to no leſs than 
57450 l. Stock, and yet no Name of any 
Perſon mention'd to whom this Stock ſaid to 
be ſold was Difpos'd of | 
IN the farther Progreſs of their Enquires 
they found that the Books produc'd by 
the Directors were deceitful, that in ſome of 
them falſe and fit itious Entries were made, in 
others Entries wit h Blanks, in others Entries: 
with Raſures and Alterations, and in others 
| Leaves 


E 


Leaves were torn out: They found further, 
that ſome Books had been defiroyed, and others 
taken away or ſecreted. Theſe again are the 
Words of their own Report. 
IN a Word, they Diſcover'd alſo that there 
had been a moſt dangerous Corruption be- 
tween the ſaid Directors, and ſeveral Perſons of 
Note, The Names of ſeveral of them being men- 
tion'd in a certain Green Book not produc'd be- 
fore the Scheme was accepted in the Houſe, 
in order to the obtaining the Bill for ſettling - 
the ſaid Scheme to paſs; and that the Stock 
abovemention'd, or great Part thereof was 
diſpos'd of without any valuable Conſideration 
for the deteſtable Services of Bribery and 
Corruption; Nay, to aggravate the Crime of 
this, it appear'd that this 574.500 /. Stock was 
thus diſpos'd of in the Name- of the S. S. 
Company, when indeed the Company had no 
ſuch quantity of Stock in Poſſeſſion to diſpoſe 
of, the Company having then in their own 
Right not 3ocool. Stock. | 
Tris cccafſion'd that remarkable Vote to 
paſs in both Houſes, (vis. That diſpoſing of 
any Stock to any Member of Parliament, &c. 
before the Bill paſs d, in order to have the ſaid 
Bill paſs in Parliament was a dangerous Corrupt i- 
on. See the Votes, 


= THE 


a, 


[18] 


TAE Report of the ſaid Committee is expreſs 
alſo in this. The Words are theſe. Upon farther 
Examination of the Perſons befbre- mention d, 
the Committee diſcover d, That this ſuppoſed 
Sale of Stock was colourably Entered in the 
Book fur the Benefit of Perſons, whoſe Names 
were deſigned to be concealed, with Intention 
to make an Intereſt in Favour of the Company, 
and to facilitate the Acceptance of the South- 


Sea Propoſals, and then paſſing of the Bill, 


which were at that Time depending in Parlia- 
ment, 

IN the Proſecution of theſe Inquiries, the 
Committee trac'd the Fact to the Doors of 
ſeveral Perſons of Quality, as well Mem- 
bers of - - - as others, and found ſuf- 
ficient Reaſon to be fully ſatisfy'd, that thoſe 
Perſons had been ſo Corrupted, and they 
were in a fair way to have made a full Diſ- 
covery, and to have had clear and undoubted 
Teſtimony of the FaQs, and of the Names 
of the Perſons ; when Mr. Knight Trea- 
ſurer of the S. S. Company, and thro' whoſe 
Hands this dark Piece of underground Negoti- 
ation had been chiefly Tranſacted withdrew, and 
fled from Juſtice ; making his Eſcape out of 
the Kingdom, and thereby defeated the Houſe 
in their detecting the Perſons, ſo as to have 
a clear and formal Evidence ſufficient to con- 
vi& them in the ordinary Method of Tri- 


JusT | 


[ 19 ] 


Jus thus it happen'd in Parliament, in 
the Reign of the late King William, upon the 
withdrawing of Mr. Goodman, in the Caſe of 
Sir John Fenwick: The Parliament being there- 
by defeated in the main Evidence againſt him, 
Sir Fohn could not be Convicted in Form, 
as the Law requir'd; but the Commons find- 
ing it abſolutely Neceſſary that the publick Ju- 
ſtice ſhould not be weaken'd, and a Criminal 
| eſcape in an Affair ſo Nice, as that of Trea- 
ſon, they proceeded by Attainder. 

T He Proceedings are Parallel to a Nicety ; 
it had appear'd by the Teſtimony of ſeveral of 
the Directors, that this Bribery, and Cor- 
ruption had been practiſed; That great Sums 
of Money, or Quantities of Stock had been 
ſecur'd to theſe great People, even before 
the Bill paſs' d. It appear'd alſo that the 
Names of the Perſons to whom, or for 
whoſe Uſe this great Quantity of Stock 
was difpoſed of, were artfully Conceal'd, on 
purpoſe to prevent any Diſcovery, and defeat 
the Publick Juſtice in Caſe of an Enquiry ; 
and that in the middle of theſe Diſco- 
veries, Mr, Knight, who was the principal 
Perſon concern'd, and the only Perſon qua- 
lified to make a full Diſcovery of thoſe Names 
withdrew, as above. 

IT is Evident, from the farther Examinations 
made by the Committee, that Mr. Knight went 
away to prevent his making a full Diſcove- 
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ry, which he cou'd not have avoided if he 

had ſtaid. . 
Ir is alſo Evident, that by his withdraw- 


ing, the farther Diſcovery was interrupted. 


Now what muſt :heHouſe of Commons do? Muſh 
they fit down with the Diſappointment > Muſt 
they ſee the Offenders ſlip out of the Hands 
of fullice by the Aſiſſiſtance of the ſame ſub- 


tilty, by which they had thus committed the 


Offence ? Muſt they ſuffer the Perſons to Tri- 
umph in the Advantages they had Gain'd by 
their artful Surpreſſing all the legal Evidence? 
No, no, Parliamentary Juſtice is not mock'd: 
The Houſe of Commons (veſted by the very 
Conſtitution of their Houſe as Repreſentives) 
with all the Power needful to maintain the 


* Peoples Rights whom they Repreſent, and not 


limited by the ordinary Forms of common 
Proceedings, fly to the Powers which they are 
legally Intruſted with, and take thoſe People 
into their own Hands more Majorum. This is 
the Sum and Subſtance of the Caſe. 

Ady ſhall then an Offender, Sentenc'd by the 
Juſtice of Parliament, fly to the weak Pretences 
of want of Fact, and of Evidence APvEARING, 
as if he had been upon a Tryal. at the Aing's- 
Bench Bay 2 Where the worſt Criminals muſt 
Eſcape, if the Facts are not Clear, and the 
Evidence poſitive; cr in a Word, if any 
Nicety be wanting, which the Law, 


the 


r 


the Uſage and Cuſtoms of thoſe Courts re- 
quire. 

THERE needs indeed no more to Anſwer to 
all the Flouriſhes of this Libel, but to diſtin- 
guiſh rightly between Parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, as above, and the ordinary Proceed- 
ing of Criminal Courts, as they are called 


in all Nations. 


IF the Houſe has done any thing, which 
as a Houſe of Commons, they have no Right 
to do; no ſtanding Rule, no Cuſtom, and U- 
ſage of Parliament, or no Precedent to Ju- 
ſtifie to ſuch Complaint, the Lords would have 
liſten'd, no doubt; and would have inſiſted on 
it with the Commons; but if they have done 
nothing but what they had a Right and Power 
to do, Mr. A--- may think himſelf Unhappy, 
and doubtleſs does ſo, in falling into ſuch a 
Circumſtance as renders him liable to ſuch an 
extraordinary Proceeding; but his Libeller can 
never Challenge the Houſe of Commons in his be- 
half, much leſs ought he to inſult them in the 
manner he does, with doing the things New, 
and Unparliamentary, cruel, moſt cruel, and 
contrary tothe Principles of Juſtice : Expreſſi- 
ons, which if the Houſe thinks fit to do them- 
ſelves Juſtice at their next Meeting may bring 
another kind of Enquiry upon the Stage. 

BUT to go back to the Houſe, and to the foun- 
dation of Charging M. A. among the reſt,the Li- 
bel takes the freedom to reproach the Proſecuti- 

on, 
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on, as if he was only Charg'd with an Article 


of 22000 l. Stock, which Mr. Knight, who he 
ſays, kept his Caſh bought forhim, and which 
was taken from his own Words. Now this 
he Explains, and ſhows that the ſaid 22000 J. 
Stock was bought with his own, Money, as 
he might lawfully do, and that he ſold it all 
out again before the Bill was paſs'd for the 
Soui h- Sea Company. 

I Am willing to allow here all he has ſaid 
In Mr. A----'s Defence, relating to the 
22000 l. Stock; that it was fairly bought 
with his own Money, and ſold out again as 


above ; and doubtleſs, as Mr. 4 — was the 


Perſon who gave in an Account of the 22000]. 
Stock; for the Paper exhibited by the Houſe, 
ſays it is by his own Confeſſion, he is 
too wiſe to mention voluntarily an Article 
which he cou'd not Defend. 

Bur does the Libel pretend to ſay, that 
this was all the Matter tranſacted between 
Mr. 4 — and Mr. Knight ? or does it ſo 
much as touch upon that Part? 


Do Es the Libel ſay, or pretend to give a- 


ny Account of the ſecret Tranſactions, which 
have been carried on for the Raiſing a Blad- 
der, or Bubble to To and defraud the 
World ? It complains indeed that the Evidence 
of the Facts, Charging him, the ſaid Mr. A 
Perſonally in ſeveral Cafes are not produc'd 
to the Lords. 

Bur 
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Bur the Commons ſpeak plainly, and it 
is really true Parliamentary Language. 
1. THEIR Allegations againſt Mr. A. are that 
F. A----, Eſq; late Chancellour and Under 
Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one of the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſily's Treaſury, and 2 
Member of the Houſe of Commons, in Breach 
of the great Truſt in him repos d, and with 2 
View to his own exorbitant Profits, has combin'd 
with the ſaid Directors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany in their pernicious Practices, and has been 
guilty of moſt dangerous and infamous Corrupti- 
on, to the Detriment of great Numbers of his 
Majeſty's SubjeFs, and manifeſt Prejudice of 
the publick Credit, and of the Trade of this 
Kingdom. 
2. T yt Teſtimonies, or Evidence of this 
are, That Mr. Robert Surman, Mr. Francis 
t & Hawes, Mr. Matthew Weymondſold, Thomas 
n & Peddall, Eſq; Sir Theodore Fanſſen, Sir 
0 & Lambert Blacl vel „Mr. Webſter, Mr. Robert 
& Knight, Sir John Fellows, Sir John Blunt, 
* *© Mr. Fohn Fauconbridge, Edmund Waller, | 
h * Eſq; Mr. Edward Gibbon, Mr. Charles Foy 
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" © were examin'd, and did, in the Opinion of | 
e * the Commons, make out the Allegations in 
e *© the Bill relating to Mr. 4. 
d HERE are the Facts fairly alledg d; and thoſe 
Men the Commons ſay did, upon their Exa- 
T mination (in their Opinion) make out the Alle- 


gations. 
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gations: Will any Man then pretend to tell the 
Houſe of Commons, that their Proceedings are 
New, and Unparliamentary, and contrary to the 
very Principles of Fuſtice; let us bring it into a 
narrow Compaſs, and the Thing will explain 
ö tie 


THE Commons find a Scene of Iniquity 
and Corruption. PT 
THE x find Mr. A--- concern'd with the 
Parties, | 
Tu Ex find the Principal Agent fled from 
Juſtice, | 
THeyr find that he is fled on purpoſe to 
Diſappoint, and Defeat the farther Diſcovery 
of the Names of Perſons concern'd in this 
Corruption. | | _ 
TRE V find the Books, which might lay 
open Matters between Mr. A. and any of 
the Directors, who Negotiated great Sums for 
him, one burnt, and the other convey'd away. 
THE find by the Examination of the Di- 
rectors, that Mr. A. has Combin'd with them in 
their pernicious Praiſes, and that he has been 
Guilty of moſt dangerous and infamous Cor- 
ruptions, which in their Opinion is made out 
by thirteen Witneſſes, 


Ax D upon the whole, ſeeing to avoid the 
Puniſhment due to ſuch Offences, all poſſible 
Meaſures have been taken to -prevent ſuch 
Proof 
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Proof as the Law requires in the ordinary 
Courſe of Juſtice, and the Offender may not 
eſcape Puniſhment by ſuch Clandeſtine and 
unlawful Methods ; they have found them- 
ſelves oblig'd to proceed in a Summary way, as 
by the Bill, and according to the undoubted 
Right of the Commons, and according to the 
known and antient Cuſtom, and Uſage of 
Parliament, Es 

I FinD, alſo the Libel endeavours to point 
out ſome Inconſiſtencies in the Charge, and 
endeavours to perſwade us the Commons ſpeak 
Nonſenſe in the Preamble of the Bill: He ob- 
jects here two Things. Firſt, that whereas zhe 
Commons ſay, Mr. A. has broke his Truft as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. This he fays, 
cannot be, and he Harangues long upon this 
Pag. 7. 8. As alſo, as to his being a Commiſſi- 
oner of Treaſury in both, which Capacities 
he infiſts that Mr. 4. could not be Guilty of 
a Breach of Truſt, thoſe Offices having no 
Relation to the Sourh-Sea Scheme. Now this 
is ſuch a Piece of mean Sophiſtry as Mr. 4. 
himſelf would never have been Guilty of 
what ever his Libeller may pretend to ſay, in 


his Name. | 


TRHE Words of the Preamble, as far as 
they relate to Mr. A. are as follows, 
M y Lords, in that Part of the Bill, 
which Charges, it is alledg'd That, 7oh. 
E 


3 


[ 26 ] 
A------, Eſq; late Chancellour and Under 
| Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and one of the 
| Commiſſioners of bis Majeſty's Treaſury, and a 
= Member of the Houſe of Commons, in Breach 
- of the great Truſt in him repos'd, and with 4 
View to his own exorbitant Profits, has combin'd 
with the ſaid Directors of the South-Sea Com- 
pany in their pernicious Practices, and has been 
guilty of moſt dangerous and infamous Corrupti- 
on, to the Detriment of great Numbers of his 
Majeſty's SubjeFs, and manifeſt Prejudice of 
the publick Credit, and of the Trade of this 
Kingdom. LES ; 


Ir is to be obſerv'd here, that when the 
King advances Gentlemen, or Noblemen to 
Places of Honour and Dignity, or to Offices 
of Truſt in the Admiſtration, it always in 
ſuppoſition of, and Dependence upon their 
being Perſons of juſt Principles, Men of Pro- 
bity and Honour, that will faithfully Diſ- 
charge the Truſt repos'd in them, and will 
not Diſhonour the Favour, and Confidence of 
their Prince by any mean, diſhoneſt, unfair 
Account unbecoming the Character they bear, 
and nnbecoming the Office, and Favour they 
are grac'd with by their Royal Maſter. 

Ix any of theſe ſhall ſtoop to do a mean, 
diſhonourable, baſe Account of whatever kind 
| it ſhall be, or if they make uſe of the Repu- 
£128 | | tation 
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tation they have gain'd by the Poſt they are 
Honour'd with, to Defraud or Deceive any 
one, if they engage in any wicked Account; 
and give Authority to it by the Character, 
and Place of Honour, or Dignity, which they 
bear, tho? they do not immediately act amiſs in 
meer Execution of this the particular Office, 
yet they are manifeſtly guilty of a Breach 
of that great Truſt repos'd in them, by the 
King, or by the Government which they 
e. 

I cou'd bring Qnotations without End, to 
prove the Juſtice of this Obſeryation, let the 
Libellex look back into the late Proceedings 
againſt the Earl of Ox----4; how often 
ſhall we find his Enemies aggravating the 
Crimes, which they Charg'd on his Lordfhip, 
with this Expreſſion, abuſing the great Truſt 
repoſed in m_ ber Majeſty ;, and this even 


in things, which as Lord Treaſurer, did not 


telate to his Office at all. | 
WHENany Man in whom the King re- 
2 Truſt, ſhows Favour to, and advances 
to a Place of Honour and Dignity, behaves 
baſely and vilely, below and unbecoming a 
Man of ſuch a Cher he abuſes that Con- 
fidence of his Prince, and acts in Breach of 
the Truſt repos'd in him, tho his Offence 
may not relate to the immediate Execution of 
the Office he is in, and it is on this Score, 
E 2 that 
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that it is frequently thought fit, as it is now 
in Cifſe of Mr. A. when ſuch Perſons are 
brought to Juſtice, to make it part their Sen- 
tence, that they be DISABL'D for ever from 
ſerving the King or Government again in an 
Office, or Place of Honour and Truſt whatſo- 
ever. 

WHAT then does all this Flouriſn about 
the inconſiſtency of the Expreſſion in the Pre- 


 amble Amount to > There can be no doubt 


but Mr. A. being Chancellour and under Trea- 
ſurer of the Exchequer, one of the Commiſſi- 
oners of the Treaſury, a Member of the Houſe 
of Commons, if he combin'd with the South- 
Sea Directors, G c. If he has been Guilty of 
dangerous and INFAMOUs Corrnptions, he has 
broken his Truſt, and abus'd Confidence of 
his Soveraign, who put him into thoſe Places 
with a Dependance on his Integrity, and that 


he wou'd act there like a Man of Honour, not 


with Infi:my and Diſhoneſty. 

To ſay that a Man preferr'd hy the King 
to a Place of Truſt, which in Confidence of 
his Honeſty does not break the Truſt when 
he turns Knave, is to ſuggeſt that he that 
preferr'd him, was very indifferent in the 
matter of his Character, and did not value 
whether he put in an honeft Man or no, which 
Would be a dreadful Satyr upon the Soveraign, 
and what an honeſt Man cannot think of 
with Paticnce, 

THe 
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THE other Cavil, for it is no more at 
the Senſe of the Preamble, is about the word 
Conteſſion, which is made uſe of by the Com- 
Mons, only to diſtinguiſh what Mr. A. ſaid of 
himſelf, and what others ſaid of him, and as 
the word Confeſſion is ordinarily us'd when 
Men are heard upon their own Defence, and 
relate any thing which they acknowledge they 
have done; ſo I ſee no injury done Mr. 
A. by the word Confeſſing, and therefore all 
the Flouriſhes made upon that Perſon are trif- 
fling, and to no purpoſe all. : 

IF what he confeſs'd has nothing in it, that 
Impeaches his Honour, his Integrity, his Sin- 
cerity, then it is nothing at all, and all he 
makes of it, is a Noiſe about nothing, if it is 
otherwiſe then Sin lies at the Door. The 
Sum of the · Matter between Mr. A. and the 
Houſe of Commons, ſeems to me to lie in 
this ſmall Circle, Namely, that Mr. A. if the 
Libel ſpeaks his Senſe, complains that here is 
an Attainder brought againſt him without Fact, 


aſcertain'd, Page 3, and as afterwards without 


Evidence. 
ON the other Hand, the Houſe of Com- 


mont give it in to the Loyds in their Names, 
that Eleven Witneſſes being Examin'd, did 
in the Opinion of the Commons make out 


* the Allegations in the Bill againſt Mr. 4. 


See S Page 6. | 
e Speech, Pag i 
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have fully Anſwer 
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Now to keep cloſe to the Queſtion, which 


of theſe Two are we to believe, it is Evident, 
the Houſe of Lords have believ'd the Commons, 


but perhaps we may rather believe Mr. A. 
Let us ſee how we are to act: The Commons 
firſt in their Preamble, as above, Charge him 
with a Breach of great Truſt repos'd in him, 
he being one of the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury Chamber, and under Treaſurer of 


the n c. and then Combining, &. 


THe Libel Harangues upon their pretend- 
ing, that his Truſts had no relation to the 
Affair he is Si de with. This I think J 

| and Confuted, _ , 
HE then enquires how far he has Combin'd 
with the Directors; this indeed is the firſt thing 
to. the Purpoſe, which I find in the Libel, cal- 
led a Speech, and let us ſee how artfully, and 
E it is Handled, and joyn iſſue with 
nere. | | 


1. Hx fairly Quotes the Words of the Pre- 
amble, that is to ſay, what the Houſe of 
Commons alledge in the Caſe, (viz.) 
1. They the Directors, under Colour of the 
late Ad of Parliament have carry'd on 
many notorious Fraudulent and indirect 

Prackicet, contraty to the Intention of the 
ſaid late Ad, not only to the immenſe 
Loſs of the Company to Seven _— 

an 


FE 


and upwards, but to tbe great Loſs © 
the Publick, &c. * mY 


His firſt Objection here, is the Particu- 
lars of thoſe Fraudulent and indirect Practice: 
are not ſpecified, and to make this Defect, he 
has the Aſſurance, FI Rs r to ſet down the 
three Heads of Fraudulent Practices, charg'd 
formerly upon the DireFors by the Bill, and 
d- fince left out. And, SECONDLY, To affirm 
he || boldly, very boldly indeed, that here you 
I have a plain Account of all the Dire&ors 
PERNICIOUSPRACTICES. 


IT ISò is another Evidence to me, that 
this Label can never be written by Mr. A. to 
be Audacious, to prevaricate to falſifie Facts, 
and affirm Falſhoods, parts of Mr. A. Cha- 
racter; and I cannot believe his Afflictions 
can have alter'd him ſo much, as to make him 
= | fo far forget himſelf, and the Truth both to- 


be HEAvVeNs! Are theſe all the pernicious 
on | PraGiſes of the Directors? Would the Par- 
27 | liamenr have been ſo inexorably Cruel to have 


bs | puniſh'd them, as they have done for theſe | 
iſe || things, and to ſingle them out as the marks of 
ns; || the whole Nations Reſentment for thoſe three 
nd Heads: Is it for thoſe three Heads alone that 


have 
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have been made Infamous for ever, and their 
Eſtates confiſcated, and their very Names be- 
come a Curſe, andan Execration inthe World ? 
Certamly, theſe are not all the things we have 
to ſay of the Directors; for thoſe three Things 
may be heavy enough to juſtifie the Parliament 
in their Proceedings; yet if this Libeller had 
read the four Reports of the Secret Com- 
mittee, or if he had referr'd to the general 
Knowledge of things; the Arts and curſed 
Practiſes made uſe of by the Directors, and 
by others Combining with them to raiſe an 
imaginary value upon the Stock without 
an Intrinſick, to betray and draw in People to 
buy while they ſold out their own, to diſpoſe 
of Stock without a valuable Conſideration, and 
before that Stock was really in being, much 
leſs in poſſeſſion, and all this for corrupt 
Ends and Deſigns. Here wou'd be found a 
vaſt extended Scene of vile and infamous 
Practiſe, not at all concerning, or relating to 
the Three Heads mention'd in the Libel; and 
it is worth obſerving, that the Libel does not 
think fit to touch this fore Place, a ſtrong lin- 
timation that it was too Sore to touch; but 
on the contrary, ſpends. {ix Pages to vindicate 
himſelf from being Acquainted with, or con- 
cern'd in the Three Heads ſpecify'd. 
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I might go thro' thoſe Pages with him 
perhaps, and ſhow that even in the Three 
Heads themſelves, his Vindication is ſo lame, 
thatmoſt, if not all he has ſaid may be grant- 
ed, and yet he may be guilty of Combining 
with the Directors in thoſe very things that 
he would clear himſelf off. 


1. He ſays, Pagz 11. That their ſelling their 
own Stock, and buying it for the Company, 
could not in its own Nature be Communicated 
80 him. l 


T RIs is only ſaid, but not one Reaſon gi- 
ven to ſupport or prove it, and it may 
for the preſent be a ſufficient reply to it, 
to ſay. Pray why could not this be com- 
municated to Mr. 42 and what was 
there in the Nature of that Part to 
hinder it, that it cou'd not be ſo com- 
municated ? and I ſhall venture to tell 
the Libeller that after he has anſwer'd 
that, I may perhaps ſhew him not only 
that it might be very natuarally, and 

eaſily communicated, and that I think 
myſelf able to ſhow that it 1s very-pro- 
able it was communicated, & c. 


9 2. H 


| 2. H E ſays, Tbe declariig the great Divi- 
dent of 36 and 30 per Cent, was @ Tranſadh- 


on when My. A. was in the North, Mr. 4. 


himſelf would never have given this for a 
Reaſon why he could not be concern'd in it, 
or combining with the DireFors in it; he 
has too much Senſe to think it would paſs for 


an Argument, or that. People could do any 


thing but Laugh at it. What was his being 


in the North to hinder their Communicating it 


to him by Letter, and his conſenting to it by 


Letter, nay, to hinder his Contriving, Ad- 


viſing, and Directing it,] if he had thought Fit: 


Mr. ---- might as well have Plead that he 
could not have been concern'd in it, becauſe 
it was a Tran ſaction was not at the Poſt-Of- 
tice in Lombard-Street. 


Tx reſt of his Defences againſt thoſe Heads 
are equally Trifling, and Equivocal, to all 
which; really it is ſufficient to ſay that the 
Houſe of Commons were of Opinion he was 
Guilty, notwithſtanding thoſe weak Pretences; 
and the Houſe Lords confirm'd it afterward, 
and if I might ſpeak impartially, I muſt needs 
ſay, if J was Charg'd in like manner, and 
I had no more to ſay to clear it; I ſhould ex- 
pe& the Honſe would have believ'd me Guil- 
ty eyen from the very Arguments made uſ : 
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Of to defend myſelf. Innocence ill prov'd is 
Built half acknowledg'd, and a Cauſe defend- 
ed by Words, without Argument is a Caufe 


UypN the whole. (I.) The Lybet only 
mentions a few of many Fraudulent and in- 
direct Practices, which the Directors are Charg'd 
with, and but lamely Defends bim from being 
concern'd, even in them. And (2.) It omits 
all the other fraudulent and indirect Practices; 
a detail of which are to be found in the Re- 
ports of the Secret Committee, and which the 
Houſe of Commons are of Opinion, are fully 
made out upon Mr. A. 


WHILE this therefore is the Caſe, I can 
no more wonder that the Commons joyn'd Mr. 
A. and the Dire&ors in one, and the ſame Pu- 
niſhment, why they paſs'd it in the manner 
as they did, which the Libel ſcandalouſly re- 
fleas upon the Houſe for; OR, why the Houſe 
of Lords thought fit to confirm the Opinion 
of the Commons, and paſt the Bill; but I muſt 
Confeſs myſelf apt to wonder very much, 
when I ſee who Countenances, Caraſſes, and 
encourages the Offenders, and I cannot but 
Promiſe myſelf that ſome Account of the 
Conduct of this Gentleman fince all this Mat- 
ter, his Intimacies, Intereſt, and Proſpects 

| | to 
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1 to come, may win abs Pablick 5 Thin to. 
1 do in a few Days be accepted by the e 

Part of Mankind, as à valuable Service c 

tee publick; and ſince private Enemies are? 

— 1 more dangerous than publick, and. matters 

1 contrived in ſecret, loſe their n 

1," Powers, when detected aid laid open. : 
| a 1 N. B. Thave 6 no Notice of OTOL 
N ing the Book of Account between Mr. Hame, 
11.58 and this Gentleman, bY which I do not grant 
INES: that nothing is to be ſaid to it: That Caſe 
Chas 2 for a farther «non which will 
Wa 
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